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Reflection: “Joseph, being a man of honour and wanting to spare her publicity, decided to divorce her informally.” Joseph 
in today’s gospel is in a very difficult position. After being betrothed to Mary, meaning they are already considered mar-

ried even though they are not living together yet as per Jewish custom, discovered Mary is already pregnant. Joseph could 
have charged Mary with adultery and Mary could be stoned to death as a punishment. Yet, Joseph, as a righteous man, 

decided to spare her life and the life of the unborn child by divorcing Mary informally. However, before he could act on his 
intentions, the angel of the Lord appeared in a dream telling him to take Mary home as his wife and he was assured that 
the child is conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit. With this Joseph becomes the “legal father” of Jesus Christ, without 
whom, Jesus would not claim any legitimacy. Joseph listened to the message of God through an angel. Would we also lis-

ten to God, if we hear such commandments? May this mass open our ears to hear God more clearly and obey his will. 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Introduction to the Mass: 
 

A MAN OF HONOUR. Today’s 
Gospel invites us to reflect on 
Joseph, the husband of Mary, 
who played such an important 
role in God’s plan of salvation. 
Joseph was a man of honour 
who combined respect for the 
law with compassion for Mary. 
He was open to hear God’s 
word to him. He is an example 
for us all.  
 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 
 

Entrance Antiphon: 
(cf. Isaiah 45:8) 
 
Drop down dew from above, 
you heavens, and let the 
clouds rain down the Just One; 
let the earth be opened and 
bring forth a Saviour.  
 

Greeting 
(Sign of the Cross) 

 
P – The grace of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, the love of God and 
the communion of the Holy 
Spirit, be with you all.  
All – And with your spirit. 

 
 
 

Penitential Act 
 

P – Brothers and sisters, let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so 
prepare ourselves to celebrate 
the sacred mysteries.  
 
P – Lord Jesus, Son of David, 
Shepherd and King: Lord, have 
mercy.  
All – Lord, have mercy.  
 
P – Christ Jesus, child of the 
Virgin Mother Mary: Christ, 
have mercy.  
All – Christ, have mercy.  
 
P – Lord Jesus, only-begotten 
Son of the Father: Lord, have 
mercy.  
All – Lord, have mercy.  
 
P – May almighty God have 
mercy on us, forgive us our 
sins and bring us to everlasting 
life. Amen.  
 

Collect 
 

Pour forth, we beseech you, O 
Lord, your grace into our 
hearts, that we, to whom the 
Incarnation of Christ your Son 
was made known by the mes-
sage of an Angel, may by his 
Passion and Cross by brought 
to the glory of his Resurrection. 

Who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.   
 
 

LITURGY 

OF                                                                                

THE WORD 
 

First Reading:  
[Isaiah 7:10-14]        
 
A reading from the prophet 
Isaiah.  
 
The Lord spoke to Ahaz and 
said, ‘Ask the Lord your God 
for a sign for yourself coming 
either from the depths of Sheol 
or from the heights above.’ 
‘No,’ Ahaz answered, ‘I will not 
put the Lord to the test.’  
 
Then Isaiah said: ‘Listen now, 
House of David: are you not 
satisfied with trying the pa-
tience of men [or everyone] 
without trying the patience of 
God, too? The Lord himself, 
therefore, will give you a sign. 
It is this: the maiden is with 
child and will soon give birth to 
a son whom she will call Em-
manuel, a name which means 
“God-is-with-us.”  



The Word of the Lord. 
All – Thanks be to God.  
 
Responsorial Psalm  
[Psalm 23] 
 
R:  Let the Lord enter; he is 
king of glory.   
 
The Lord’s is the earth and its 
fullness, the world and all its 
peoples. It is he who set it on 
the seas; on the waters he 
made it firm. (R)  
 
Who shall climb the mountain 
of the Lord? Who shall stand in 
his holy place? The man with 
clean hands and pure heart, 
who desires not worthless 
things. (R) 
 
He shall receive blessings from 
the Lord and reward from the 
God who saves him. Such are 
the men [or people] who seek 
him, seek the face of the God 
of Jacob. (R)  
 
Second Reading:  
[Romans 1:1-7] 
 
The beginning of the letter of 
St. Paul to the Romans 
 
From Paul, a servant of Christ 
Jesus who has been called to 
be an apostle, and specifically 
chosen to preach the Good 
News that God promised long 
ago through his prophets in the 
scriptures.  
 
This news is about the Son of 
God, who, according to the hu-
man nature he too, was a de-
scendant of David: it is about 
Jesus Christ our Lord who, in 
the order of the spirit, the spirit 
of holiness that was in him, 
was proclaimed Son of God in 
all his power through his resur-
rection from the dead. Through 

him we receive grace and our 
apostolic mission to preach the 
obedience of faith to all pagan 
nations in honour of his name. 
You are one of these nations, 
and by his call belong to Jesus 
Christ. To you all, then, who 
are God’s beloved in Rome, 
called to be saints, may God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ send grace and peace.  
 
The Word of the Lord.  
All – Thanks be to God.   
 
Gospel Acclamation 
[Matthew 1:23] 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! The virgin 
will give birth to a son; his 
name will be Emmanuel: God-
is-with-us. Alleluia! 
 
Gospel  
[Matthew 1:18-24] 
 
P – The Lord be with you. 
All – And with your spirit. 
P – A reading from the holy 
Gospel according to Matthew  
All – Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

This is how Jesus Christ came 
to be born. His mother Mary 
was betrothed to Joseph; but 
before they came to live to-
gether she was found to be 
with child through the Holy 
Spirit. Her husband Joseph, 
being a man of honour and 
wanting to spare her publicity, 
decided to divorce her infor-
mally. He had made up his 
mind to do this when the angel 
of the Lord appeared to him in 
a dream, and said ‘Joseph son 
of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary home as your wife, 
because she has conceived 
what is in her by the Holy Spirit. 
She will give birth to a son and 
you must name him Jesus, be-
cause he is the one who is to 

save his people from their 
sins.’ Now all this took place to 
fulfil the words spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet:  
 
The virgin will conceive and 
give birth to a son and they will 
call him Emmanuel, a name 
which means ‘God-is-with-us’. 
When Joseph woke up he did 
what the angel of the Lord had 
told him to do: he took his wife 
to his home.  
 
P – The Gospel of the Lord. 
All – Praise to you, Lord Je-
sus Christ.  

 
Homily 

 
Profession of Faith 

 
I believe in one God, the Fa-
ther almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all 
things visible and invisible.  
 
I believe in one Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the Fa-
ther before all ages, God 
from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, be-
gotten, not made, consub-
stantial with the Father; 
through him all things were 
made. For us men and for 
our salvation he came down 
from heaven, (all bow). And 
by the Holy Spirit was incar-
nate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man.  
 
For our sake he was cruci-
fied under Pontius Pilate, he 
suffered death and was bur-
ied, and rose again on the 
third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the 



dead and his kingdom will 
have no end.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Fa-
ther, and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is 
adored and glorified, who 
has spoken through the 
prophets.  
I believe in one, holy, catho-
lic, and apostolic Church. I 
confess one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins and I 
look forward to the resurrec-
tion of the dead and the life 
of the world to come. Amen.  
 
Prayer of the Faithful  
P — God’s gifts to us are un-
bounded. With confidence we 
speak our needs, adding the 
silent prayer of our hearts, let 
our response be:  
 
R — Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
C — For all who lead the 
Church, for humility in authority 
and perseverance in prayer, let 
us pray to the Lord: (R)  
 
C — For the family of nations, 
for peace and respectful rela-
tions among all peoples, let us 
pray to the Lord: (R)  
 
C — For parents and children 
in difficult circumstances, for 
families separated from one 
another, let us pray to the Lord: 
(R)  
 
C — For all the sick and having 
difficulty in their health physi-
cally, psychologically, spiritu-
ally or mentally, let us pray to 
the Lord: (R)  
 
C — For our friends and family 
members who have just re-
cently died [especially, may 

mention the name/s here] 
that they enjoy the light of 
Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 
(R)  
 
P — Father God, we look for-
ward to the coming of your 
Son, and we venerate his ever-
Virgin Mother. We ask this 
through the same Christ, your 
Son and our Lord. All — 
Amen.  
 

         LITURGY  

               OF THE  

                EUCHARIST 

 
Presentation of the Gifts 

 
P – Pray, brothers and sis-
ters… 
All – May the Lord accept the 
sacrifice at your hands for 
the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the 
good of all his holy Church.  
 

Prayer over the Offerings 
 

May the Holy Spirit, O Lord, 
sanctify these gifts laid upon 
your altar, just as he filled with 
his power the womb of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Preface 
(Advent II)  

 
P – The Lord be with you. 
All – And with your spirit.  
P – Lift up your hearts.  
All – We lift them up to the 
Lord.  
P – Let us give thanks to the 
Lord our God.  
All – It is right and just.  
 
It is truly right and just, our duty 
and our salvation, always and 
everywhere to give you thanks, 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and 

eternal God, through Christ our 
Lord.  
 
For all the oracles of the proph-
ets foretold him, the Virgin 
Mother longed for him with love 
beyond all telling, John the 
Baptist sang of his coming and 
proclaimed his presence when 
he came.  
 
It is by his gift that already we 
rejoice at the mystery of his 
Nativity, so that he may find us 
watchful in prayer and exultant 
in his praise.  
 
And so, with Angels and Arch-
angels, with Thrones and Do-
minions, and with all the hosts 
and Powers of heaven, we sing 
the hymn of your glory, as with-
out end we acclaim:  
 
All - Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God of hosts. Heaven and 
earth are full of your glory 
 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord. Ho-
sanna in the highest.  
 
Acclamation 
P – The mystery of faith.  
All – Save us, Saviour of the 
world, for by your Cross and 
Resurrection you have set 
us free.  
 

 COMMUNION RITE 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
  
All – Our Father… 
P – Deliver us, Lord… 
All – For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are 
yours, now and for ever.  
 
Invitation to Peace 
 



Invitation to Communion 
(kneel) 
P – Behold the Lamb of God, 
behold him who takes away 
the sins of the world. Blessed 
are those called to the supper 
of the Lamb.  

 
All – Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under 
my roof, but only say the 
word and my soul shall be 
healed.  
 
Communion Antiphon 
[Isaiah 7:14] 
 
Behold, a Virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son; and his name 
will be called Emmanuel.  
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

P – Let us pray 
 
Having received this pledge of 
eternal redemption, we pray, 
almighty God, that, as the feast 
day of our salvation draws ever 
nearer, so we may press for-
ward all the more eagerly to 
the worthy celebration of the 
mystery of your Son’s Nativity. 
Who lives and reigns for ever 
and ever. Amen.  
 

CONCLUDING RITES 
 

P – The Lord be with you. 
All - And with your spirit.  
 
P – May the almighty and mer-
ciful God, by whose grace you 
have placed your faith in the 
First Coming of his Only Begot-
ten Son and yearn for his com-
ing again, sanctify you by the 
radiance of Christ’s Advent 
and enrich you with his bless-
ing.  
 
All – Amen.  
 

P – As you run the race of this 
present life, may he make you 
firm in faith, joyful in hope and 
active in charity.  
 
All – Amen.  
 
P – So that you, who now re-
joice with devotion at our Re-
deemer’s coming in the flesh, 
may be endowed with the rich 
reward of eternal life when he 
comes again in majesty.  
 
All – Amen.  
 
P – May the blessings of al-
mighty God, the Father, and 
the Son (+) and the Holy Spirit, 
come down on you and remain 
with you forever. Amen.  
 
P – Go forth, the Mass is 
ended. 
All – Thanks be to God. 

 
  

The Gospel according to  
John  

 
The Gospel according to John is also 
referred to as the “Fourth Gospel.” 
Like the Synoptic Gospels, John 
tells the story of Jesus’ life, death, 
and resurrection, but works on a 
different plan and pattern. John 
records mainly what Jesus said – 
about himself and his relationship 
with God.  
 
John presents a “higher” Christol-
ogy than the Synoptics; that is, it 
describes Jesus as the incarnation 
of the divine Logos through whom 
all things were made, as the object 
of veneration.  
 
Against the Synoptics, John focuses 
largely on seven miracles given as 
“signs” meant to engender faith. 
Synoptic elements such as parables 
and exorcisms are not found in 
John. It presents a realised escha-
tology (study of the “last things” i.e. 
end of the world, second coming of 
Jesus, etc.) in which salvation is al-
ready present for the believer.  
 
The Gospel is closely related in 
style and content to the three sur-
viving Letters of John such that 
commentators treat the four books, 
along with the Book of Revelation, 
as a single body of Johannine liter-
ature.  
 
 
 

 
 
Please follow us on Social Me-
dia:  
 
Website: divineword.org.au 
Facebook: Divine Word Mis-
sionaries Australia Province 
Instagram: svdaus 
Twitter: @svdaus 

Thinking of becoming a 

Divine Word Missionary 

Priest or Religious 

Brother?  

 
Call: Divine Word Mission-
aries (02) 9868 2666.  
Write: Society of the Divine 
Word, 199 Epping Road, 
Marsfield, NSW 2122 
Email:  
vocations@divineword.com.au  
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