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Reflection: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” This is the message of John the Baptist. Liturgically, every 
Second Sunday of Advent, the focus of the gospel reading is about the appearance of John the Baptist. His mission which 
some bible scholars believed lasted five years is about preparing the way of the Lord. The best way to prepare the way for 
Jesus, the Messiah is to spread the gospel of repentance. To sincerely ask for forgiveness and be baptised with water as a 
sign of repentance and the willingness to change one’s life. For many of us, as we approach Christmas, we may have been 
busy preparing our gifts and parties for Christmas but have we also prepared our souls for this special season. Have we 

gone to a priest to confess our sins and amend our life? Maybe this is the best time to do it so that our celebration of 
Christmas may truly be meaningful.  

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

Introduction to the Mass: 
 

GOD’S KINGDOM IS NEAR. 
John the Baptist urged the 
people to prepare for the com-
ing of the kingdom by repent-
ing of their sins. Their baptism 
by John in the Jordan river was 
an important ritual act of sor-
row. But they also had to ex-
press their sorrow by reforming 
their lives. The sacrament of 
reconciliation, and right living, 
are excellent means through 
which we can prepare for the 
feast of Christmas.  
 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 
 

Entrance Antiphon: 
(cf. Isaiah 30:19, 30) 
 
O people of Sion, behold, the 
Lord will come to save the na-
tions, and the Lord will make 
the glory of his voice heard in 
the joy of your heart.  
 

Greeting 
(Sign of the Cross) 

 
P – The grace of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, the love of God and 
the communion of the Holy 
Spirit, be with you all.  
All – And with your spirit. 

 

Penitential Act 
 

P – Brothers and sisters, let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so 
prepare ourselves to celebrate 
the sacred mysteries.  
 
P – Lord Jesus, Son of the Fa-
ther, begotten on high: Lord, 
have mercy.  
All – Lord, have mercy.  
 
P – Christ Jesus, Son of David, 
Jesse’s root: Christ, have 
mercy.  
All – Christ, have mercy.  
 
P – Lord Jesus, Son of Mary, 
Son of Man: Lord, have mercy.  
All – Lord, have mercy.  
 
P – May almighty God have 
mercy on us, forgive us our 
sins and bring us to everlasting 
life. Amen.  
 

Collect 
 
Almighty and merciful God, 
may no earthly undertaking 
hinder those who set out in 
haste to meet your Son, but 
may our learning of heavenly 
wisdom gain us admittance to 
his company. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.  

LITURGY 

OF                                                                                

THE WORD 
 

First Reading:  
[Isaiah 11:1-10]        
 
A reading from the prophet 
Isaiah.  
 
A shoot springs from the stock 
of Jesse, a scion thrusts from 
his roots: on him the spirit of 
the Lord rests, a spirit of wis-
dom and insight, a spirit of 
counsel and power, a spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of 
the Lord. (The fear of the Lord 
is his breath.) He does not 
judge by appearances, he 
gives no verdict on hearsay, 
but judges the wretched with 
integrity, and with equity gives 
a verdict for the poor of the 
land. His word is a rod that 
strikes the ruthless; his sen-
tences bring death to the 
wicked. Integrity is the loincloth 
round his waist, faithfulness 
the belt about his hips.  
 
The wolf lives with the lamb, 
the panther lies down with the 
kid, calf and lion cub feed to-
gether with a little boy to lead 
them. The cow and the bear 



make friends, their young lie 
down together with a little boy 
to lead them. The lion eats 
straw like the ox. The infant 
plays over the cobra’s hole; 
into the viper’s lair the young 
child puts his hand. They do 
not hurt, no harm, on all my 
holy mountain, for the country 
is filled with the knowledge of 
the Lord as the waters swell 
the sea.  
 
That day, the root of Jesse 
shall stand as signal to the 
peoples. It will be sought out by 
the nations and its home will be 
glorious.  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
All – Thanks be to God.  
 
Responsorial Psalm  
[Psalm 71] 
 
R:  Justice shall flourish in 
his time, and fullness of 
peace for ever.   
 
O God, give your judgement to 
the king, to a king’s son your 
justice, that he may judge your 
people in justice and your poor 
in right judgement. (R)  
 
In his days justice shall flourish 
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to earth’s 
bounds. (R) 
 
For he shall save the poor 
when they cry and the needy 
who are helpless. He will have 
pity on the weak and save the 
lives of the poor. (R)  
 
May his name be blessed for 
ever and endure like the sun. 
Every tribe shall be blessed in 
him, all nations bless his name. 
(R) 
 

Second Reading:  
[Romans 15:4-9] 
 
A reading from the letter of St. 
Paul to the Romans 
 
Everything that was written 
long ago in the scriptures was 
meant to teach us something 
about hope from the examples, 
scripture gives of how people 
who did not give up were 
helped by God. And may he 
who helps us when we refuse 
to give up, help you all to be tol-
erant with each other, following 
the example of Christ Jesus, 
so that united in mind and 
voice you may give glory to the 
God and Father of our Lord Je-
sus Christ.  
 
It can only be to God’s glory, 
then, for you to treat each other 
in the same friendly way as 
Christ treated you. The reason 
Christ became the servant of 
circumcised Jews was not only 
so that God could faithfully 
carry out the promises made to 
the patriarchs, it was also to 
get the pagans to give glory to 
God for his mercy, as scripture 
says in one place: For this I 
shall praise you among the pa-
gans and sing your name. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  
All – Thanks be to God.   
 
Gospel Acclamation 
[Luke 3:4,6] 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! Prepare the 
way of the Lord, make straight 
his paths: all people shall see 
the salvation of God. Alleluia! 
 
Gospel  
[Matthew 3:1-12] 
 
P – The Lord be with you. 
All – And with your spirit. 

P – A reading from the holy 
Gospel according to Matthew  
All – Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

In due course, John the Baptist 
appeared; he preached in the 
wilderness of Judaea and this 
was his message: ‘Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is close 
at hand.’ This was the man the 
prophet Isaiah spoke of when 
he said: A voice cries in the wil-
derness: Prepare a way for the 
Lord, make his paths straight.  
 
This man John wore a garment 
made of camel-hair with a 
leather belt round his waist, 
and his food was locusts and 
wild honey. Then Jerusalem 
and all Judaea and the whole 
Jordan district made their way 
to him, and as they were bap-
tised by him in the river Jordan 
they confessed their sins. But 
when he saw a number of 
Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming for baptism he said to 
them, ‘Brood of vipers, who 
warned you to fly from the ret-
ribution that is coming? But if 
you are repentant, produce the 
appropriate fruit, and do not 
presume to tell yourselves, 
“We have Abraham for our fa-
ther,” because, I tell you, God 
can raise children for Abraham 
from these stones. Even now 
the axe is laid to the roots of 
the trees, so that any tree 
which fails to produce good 
fruit will be cut down and 
thrown on the fire. I baptise you 
in water for repentance, but the 
one who follows me is more 
powerful than I am, and I am 
not fit to carry his sandals; he 
will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing-
fan is in his hand; he will clear 
his threshing-floor and gather 
his wheat into the barn; but the 



chaff he will burn in a fire that 
will never go out.’ 
 
P – The Gospel of the Lord. 
All – Praise to you, Lord Je-
sus Christ.  

 
Homily 

 
Profession of Faith 

 
I believe in one God, the Fa-
ther almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all 
things visible and invisible.  
 
I believe in one Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the Fa-
ther before all ages, God 
from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, be-
gotten, not made, consub-
stantial with the Father; 
through him all things were 
made. For us men and for 
our salvation he came down 
from heaven, (all bow). And 
by the Holy Spirit was incar-
nate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man.  
 
For our sake he was cruci-
fied under Pontius Pilate, he 
suffered death and was bur-
ied, and rose again on the 
third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the 
dead and his kingdom will 
have no end.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Fa-
ther, and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is 
adored and glorified, who 
has spoken through the 
prophets.  

I believe in one, holy, catho-
lic, and apostolic Church. I 
confess one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins and I 
look forward to the resurrec-
tion of the dead and the life 
of the world to come. Amen.  
 
Prayer of the Faithful  
P — We come before our God, 
lifting up the needs of our 
Church, our world, and our 
whole human family. For every 
petition, let our response be:  
 
R — Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
C — For the Church, for its 
leaders and all its people, for 
those who seek wisdom, un-
derstanding, counsel, and 
strength, let us pray to the 
Lord: (R)  
 
C — For those who live in 
places of discord and oppres-
sion, for those who are heavily 
burdened and persecuted for 
their faith, let us pray to the 
Lord: (R)  
 
C — For bold prophets and 
humble listeners, for those 
whose lives witness the Gos-
pel of Jesus, let us pray to the 
Lord: (R)  
 
C — For all those who are sick 
and homebound, that they may 
receive strength from the Holy 
Spirit to overcome the chal-
lenges they are experiencing, 
let us pray to the Lord: (R)  
 
C — For our friends and family 
members who have just re-
cently died [especially, may 
mention the name/s here] 
that they enjoy the light of 
Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 
(R)  
 

P — Holy God, your glory fills 
creation with light and life. Stay 
with us and make us ever 
brighter signs of your pres-
ence. We ask this through Je-
sus Christ our Lord. All — 
Amen.  
 

         LITURGY  

               OF THE  

                EUCHARIST 

 
Presentation of the Gifts 

 
P – Pray, brothers and sis-
ters… 
All – May the Lord accept the 
sacrifice at your hands for 
the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the 
good of all his holy Church.  
 

Prayer over the Offerings 
 

Be pleased, O Lord, with our 
humble prayers and offerings, 
and, since we have no merits 
to plead our cause, come, we 
pray, to our rescue with the 
protection of your mercy. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Preface 
(Advent I)  

 
P – The Lord be with you. 
All – And with your spirit.  
P – Lift up your hearts.  
All – We lift them up to the 
Lord.  
P – Let us give thanks to the 
Lord our God.  
All – It is right and just.  
 
It is truly right and just, our duty 
and our salvation, always and 
everywhere to give you thanks, 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
eternal God, through Christ our 
Lord.  
 



For he assumed at his first 
coming the lowliness of human 
flesh, and so fulfilled the de-
sign you formed long ago, and 
opened for us the way to eter-
nal salvation, that, when he 
comes again in glory and maj-
esty and all is at last made 
manifest, we who watch for 
that day may inherit the great 
promise in which now we dare 
to hope.  
 
And so, with Angels and Arch-
angels, with Thrones and Do-
minions, and with all hosts and 
Powers of heaven, we sing the 
hymn of your glory, as without 
end we acclaim:  
 
All - Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God of hosts. Heaven and 
earth are full of your glory 
 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord. Ho-
sanna in the highest.  
 
Acclamation 
P – The mystery of faith.  
All – We proclaim your 
Death, O Lord, and profess 
your Resurrection until you 
come again. 
 

 COMMUNION RITE 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
  
All – Our Father… 
P – Deliver us, Lord… 
All – For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are 
yours, now and for ever.  
 
Invitation to Peace 
 
Invitation to Communion 
(kneel) 
P – Behold the Lamb of God, 
behold him who takes away 
the sins of the world. Blessed 

are those called to the supper 
of the Lamb.  

 
All – Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under 
my roof, but only say the 
word and my soul shall be 
healed.  
 
Communion Antiphon 
[Baruch 5:5; 4:36] 
 
Jerusalem, arise and stand 
upon the heights, and behold 
the joy which comes to you 
from God.  
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

P – Let us pray 
 
Replenished by the food of 
spiritual nourishment, we hum-
bly beseech you, O Lord, that, 
through our partaking in this 
mystery, you may teach us to 
judge wisely the things of earth 
and hold firm to the things of 
heaven. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
 

CONCLUDING RITES 
 

P – The Lord be with you. 
All - And with your spirit.  
 
P – May the almighty and mer-
ciful God, by whose grace you 
have placed your faith in the 
First Coming of his Only Begot-
ten Son and yearn for his com-
ing again, sanctify you by the 
radiance of Christ’s Advent 
and enrich you with his bless-
ing.  
 
All – Amen.  
 
P – As you run the race of this 
present life, may he make you 
firm in faith, joyful in hope and 
active in charity.  
 

All – Amen.  
 
P – So that you, who now re-
joice with devotion at our Re-
deemer’s coming in the flesh, 
may be endowed with the rich 
reward of eternal life when he 
comes again in majesty.  
 
All – Amen.  
 
P – May the blessings of al-
mighty God, the Father, and 
the Son (+) and the Holy Spirit, 
come down on you and remain 
with you forever. Amen.  
 
P – Go forth, the Mass is 
ended. 
All – Thanks be to God.  
 
 

The Gospel according to  
Mark 

 
The Gospel of Mark is the shortest 
among the four Gospels. It is known 
as the Second Gospel because of its 
place in the canon of the New Tes-
tament. However, it is most likely 
the first Gospel to be written. Mark 
introduces his work with a title, 
“The beginning of the gospel of Je-
sus Christ, the Son of God.” (1:1). 
For this title it appears that he was 
the first to use the term gospel for 
the written story of Jesus. Mark’s 
story of Jesus begins with the 
preaching of John the Baptist (1:2-
8) and ends with the discovery of 
the empty tomb (16:1-8). The ca-
nonical text of Mark includes a 
short ending and a longer ending 
(16:9-20) 

 
 
 
 


