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Reflection: “He is God, not of the dead, but of the living.” Sadducees are a bit of a strange lot. They are like the Pharisees 
who are lay people who have separated themselves from the main society and tries to live a life that follows scrupulously 
the commandments of God. The Sadducees though believe that the commandments of God are only limited on what is 

written on the “Torah”, the first five books of the Hebrew Bible namely, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuter-
onomy. Any teachings outside these five books, the Sadducees do not recognise. They believe that the teaching about the 
Resurrection can’t be found in these five books, therefore they don’t recognise this teaching. However, Jesus pointed out a 
teaching from the book of Exodus that when God appeared to Moses, he introduced himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, therefore these people are living and therefore are resurrected. We as Christians firmly believe in the resurrec-
tion because Jesus gave us this opportunity through his own resurrection. May we continue to believe in this doctrine as 

we know that what happened to Jesus two thousand years ago will also happen to us in the resurrection of the dead at the 
end of time when we will be resurrected to enjoy company with Jesus forever.   
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Introduction to the Mass: 
 

THE GOD OF THE LIVING. 
‘Lord when your glory appears, 
my joy will be full’ (Psalm re-
sponse). Confident that those 
who live in the Lord never see 
each other for the last time, we 
remember at each Mass, and 
in a particular way during the 
month of November, our rela-
tives and friends and all who 
have died: ‘welcome them into 
the light of your face.’ We pray 
for these ‘children of the resur-
rection’ as others will someday 
pray for us.  
 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 
 

Entrance Antiphon: 
(cf. Psalms 87:3) 
 
Let my prayer come into your 
presence. Incline your ear to 
my cry for help, O Lord.  
 

Greeting 
(Sign of the Cross) 

 
P – The grace of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, the love of God and 
the communion of the Holy 
Spirit, be with you all.  

All – And with your spirit. 
 

Penitential Act 
 

P – Brothers and sisters, let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so 
prepare ourselves to celebrate 
the sacred mysteries.  
 
P – Lord Jesus, you are the 
first-born from the dead: Lord, 
have mercy.  
All – Lord, have mercy.  
 
P – Christ Jesus, you love and 
encourage your people: Christ, 
have mercy.  
All – Christ, have mercy.  
 
P – Lord Jesus, you will draw 
us into your body risen in glory: 
Lord, have mercy.  
All – Lord, have mercy.  
 
P – May almighty God have 
mercy on us, forgive us our 
sins and bring us to everlasting 
life. Amen.  

 
Gloria 

 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people 
of good will. We praise you, 

we bless you, we adore you, 
we glorify you, we give you 
thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O 
God, almighty Father. Lord 
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten 
Son, Lord God, Lamb of 
God, Son of the Father, you 
take away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the 
world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right 
hand of the Father, have 
mercy on us. For you alone 
are the Holy One, you alone 
are the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit in the 
glory of God the Father. 
Amen.  
 

Collect 
 
Almighty and merciful God, 
graciously keep from us all ad-
versity, so that, unhindered in 
mind and body alike, we may 
pursue in freedom of heart the 
things that are yours. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy 



Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  
 

           LITURGY OF THE 
WORD 

 

First Reading:  
[2 Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14]        
 
A reading from the second 
book of Maccabees 
 
There are seven brothers who 
were arrested with their 
mother. The king tried to force 
them to taste pig’s flesh, which 
the Law forbids, by torturing 
them with whips and scourges. 
One of them, acting as spokes-
man for the others, said, ‘What 
are you trying to find out from 
us? We are prepared to die ra-
ther than break the Law of our 
ancestors.’  
 
With his last breath the second 
brother exclaimed, ‘Inhuman 
fiend, you may discharge us 
from this present life, but the 
King of the world will raise us 
up, since it is for his laws that 
we die, to live again for ever.’ 
 
After him, they amused them-
selves with the third, who on 
being asked for his tongue 
promptly thrust it out and boldly 
held out his hands, with these 
honourable words, ‘It was 
heaven that gave me these 
limbs; for the sake of his laws I 
disdain them; from him I hope 
to receive them again.’ The 
king and his attendants were 
astounded at the young man’s 
courage and his utter indiffer-
ence to suffering.  
 
When this one was dead they 
subjected the fourth to the 
same savage torture. When he 
neared his end he cried, ‘Ours 
is the better choice, to meet 

death at men’s hands, yet rely-
ing on God’s promise that we 
shall be raised up by him; 
whereas for you there can be 
no resurrection, no new life.’  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
All – Thanks be to God.  
 
Responsorial Psalm  
[Psalm 116] 
 
R:  Lord, when your glory ap-
pears, my joy will be full.   
 
Lord, hear a cause that is just, 
pay heed to my cry. You’re 
your ear to my prayer: no de-
ceit is only my lips. (R)  
 
I kept my feet firmly in your 
paths; there was no faltering in 
my steps. I am here and I call, 
you will hear me, O God. Turn 
your ear to me; hear my words. 
(R) 
 
Guard me as the apple of your 
eye. Hide me in the shadow of 
your wings. As for me, in my 
justice I shall see your face and 
be filled, when I awake with the 
sight of your glory. (R)  
 
Second Reading:  
[2 Thessalonians 2:16 – 3:5] 
 
A reading from the second let-
ter of St. Paul to the Thessalo-
nians. 
 
May our Lord Jesus Christ him-
self, and God our Father who 
has given us his love and, 
through his grace, such inex-
haustible comfort and such 
sure hope, comfort you and 
strengthen you in everything 
good that you do or say.  
 
Finally, brothers [and sisters], 
pray for us; pray that the Lord’s 
message may spread quickly, 

and be received with honour as 
it was among you; and pray 
that we may be preserved from 
the interference of bigoted and 
evil people, for faith is not 
given to everyone. But the Lord 
is faithful, and he will give you 
strength and guard you from 
the evil one, and we, in the 
Lord, have every confidence 
that you are doing and will go 
on doing all that we tell you. 
May the Lord turn your hearts 
towards the love of God and 
the fortitude of Christ.  
 
The Word of the Lord.  
All – Thanks be to God.   
 
Gospel Acclamation 
[Apocalypse 1:5,6] 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus Christ 
is the firstborn of the dead; 
glory and kingship be his for 
ever and ever. Alleluia! 
 
Gospel  
[Luke 20:27-38] 
*shorter form 
 
P – The Lord be with you. 
All – And with your spirit. 
P – A reading from the holy 
Gospel according to Luke.  
All – Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

Some Sadducees – those 
who say that there is no res-
urrection – approached Je-
sus and they put this ques-
tion to him, ‘Master, we have 
it from Moses in writing, that if 
a man’s married brother dies 
childless, the man must marry 
the widow to raise up children 
for his brother. Well, then, 
there were seven brothers. 
The first, having married a 
wife, died childless. The sec-
ond and then the third married 
the widow. And the same with 
all the seven, they died leaving 



no children. Finally the woman 
herself died. Now, at the resur-
rection, to which of them will 
she be wife since she had 
been married to all seven?  
 
Jesus replied, ‘The children 
of this world take wives and 
husbands, but those who are 
judged worthy of a place in 
the other world and in the 
resurrection from the dead 
do not marry because they 
can no longer die, for they 
are the same as the angels, 
and being children of the 
resurrection they are sons 
[or children] of God. And Mo-
ses himself implies that the 
dead rise again, in the pas-
sage about the bush where 
he calls the Lord the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac 
and the God of Jacob. Now 
he is God, not of the dead, 
but of the living; for him all 
are in fact alive.’ 
 
P – The Gospel of the Lord. 
All – Praise to you, Lord Je-
sus Christ.  
 

Homily 
 

Profession of Faith 
 
I believe in one God, the Fa-
ther almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all 
things visible and invisible.  
 
I believe in one Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the Fa-
ther before all ages, God 
from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, be-
gotten, not made, consub-
stantial with the Father; 
through him all things were 
made. For us men and for 
our salvation he came down 
from heaven, (all bow). And 

by the Holy Spirit was incar-
nate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man.  
 
For our sake he was cruci-
fied under Pontius Pilate, he 
suffered death and was bur-
ied, and rose again on the 
third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the 
dead and his kingdom will 
have no end.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Fa-
ther, and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is 
adored and glorified, who 
has spoken through the 
prophets.  
 
I believe in one, holy, catho-
lic, and apostolic Church. I 
confess one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins and I 
look forward to the resurrec-
tion of the dead and the life 
of the world to come. Amen.  
 
Prayer of the Faithful  
P — Let us humbly bring our 
concerns to God, who hears 
every cry for justice. For every 
petition, let our response be:  
 
R — Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
C — For all who have died in 
defence of their country, that 
their graves be a solemn re-
minder of the need for peace, 
let us pray to the Lord: (R)  
 
C — For widows and widow-
ers, that families and commu-
nities provide the support they 
need, let us pray to the Lord: 
(R)  

C — For all who gather at this 
table, that they renew their 
commitment to love as Jesus 
did, let us pray to the Lord: (R)  
 
C —For all who are poor, sick 
or near death, that they find 
solace and sustenance in the 
Christian community, let us 
pray to the Lord: (R)  
 
C — For our friends and family 
members who have just re-
cently died [especially, may 
mention the name/s here] 
that they enjoy the light of 
Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 
(R)  
 
P — God of the living, you are 
faithful to your covenant. Hear 
the prayer of your servants and 
grant what we ask in the name 
of Jesus, our risen Lord and 
Saviour. All — Amen.  
 
 

         LITURGY OF THE 
EUCHARIST 

 
Presentation of the Gifts 

 
P – Pray, brothers and sis-
ters… 
All – May the Lord accept the 
sacrifice at your hands for 
the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the 
good of all his holy Church.  
 

Prayer over the Offerings 
 

Look with favour, we pray, O 
Lord, upon the sacrificial gifts 
offered here, that, celebrating 
in mystery the Passion of your 
Son, we may honour it with lov-
ing devotion. Through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



Preface 
(Sundays in Ord. Time I)  

 
P – The Lord be with you. 
All – And with your spirit.  
P – Lift up your hearts.  
All – We lift them up to the 
Lord.  
P – Let us give thanks to the 
Lord our God.  
All – It is right and just.  
 
It is truly right and just, our duty 
and our salvation, always and 
everywhere to give you thanks, 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
eternal God, through Christ our 
Lord.  
 
For through his Paschal Mys-
tery, he accomplished the mar-
vellous deed, by which he has 
freed us from the yoke of sin 
and death, summoning us to 
the glory of being now called a 
chosen race, a royal priest-
hood, a holy nation, a people 
for your own possession, to 
proclaim everywhere your 
mighty works, for you have 
called us out of darkness into 
your own wonderful light 
 
And so, with Angels and Arch-
angels, with Thrones and Do-
minions, and with all the hosts 
and Powers of heaven, we sing 
the hymn of your glory, as with-
out end we acclaim:  
 
All - Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God of hosts. Heaven and 
earth are full of your glory 
 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord. Ho-
sanna in the highest.  
 
Acclamation 
P – The mystery of faith.  
All – Save us, Saviour of the 
world, for by your Cross and 

Resurrection you have set 
us free.  
 

COMMUNION RITE 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
  
All – Our Father… 
P – Deliver us, Lord… 
All – For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are 
yours, now and for ever.  
 
Invitation to Peace 
 
Invitation to Communion 
(kneel) 
P – Behold the Lamb of God, 
behold him who takes away 
the sins of the world. Blessed 
are those called to the supper 
of the Lamb.  

 
All – Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under 
my roof, but only say the 
word and my soul shall be 
healed.  
 
Communion Antiphon 
[cf. Psalm 22:1-2] 
 
The Lord is my shepherd; there 
is nothing I shall want. Fresh 
and green are the pastures 
where he gives me repose, 
near restful waters he leads 
me.  
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

P – Let us pray 
 
Nourished by this sacred gift, 
O Lord, we give you thanks 
and beseech your mercy, that, 
by the pouring forth of your 
Spirit, the grace of integrity 
may endure in those your 
heavenly power has entered. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 

CONCLUDING RITES 
 

P – The Lord be with you. 
All - And with your spirit.  
 
P – May the blessings of al-
mighty God, the Father, and 
the Son (+) and the Holy Spirit, 
come down on you and remain 
with you forever. Amen.  
 
P – Go forth, the Mass is 
ended. 
All – Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


