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Reflection: “What is the greatest commandment?” For centuries, Jewish lawyers, Pharisees and Sadducees have debated 
this question. For while there are only ten commandments, lawyers had expanded these to about 613 ordinances and laws 

in order to “hedge” the ten commandments. Now, they wanted to trap Jesus so that they could have an endless debate with 
him. For if Jesus quotes law no. 35, a lawyer would ask why is that more important than law no. 567. However, Jesus just 
went to the prayer that Jews call the “Shema Israel”. A prayer that they say everyday that they should love God with all 
their heart, their soul, their mind and all their strength and to love one’s neighbour as one’s self. For Jesus, do that and 

that’s enough. As Rabbi Hillel (first century AD) said, “That which is hateful for you, do not do to your neighbour. This is 
the whole Torah, the rest is commentary. Go forth and study.” 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

Introduction to the Mass: 
 

TO WHOM CAN I BE A 
NEIGHBOUR? The command 
love our neighbour is as broad 
as our definition of the word 
‘neighbour’. Are the people liv-
ing next door the only ones we 
consider to be our neighbours? 
Do we include people in neigh-
bouring streets, towns, or 
countries, and people of other 
faiths? Jesus answers these 
questions by telling the story of 
the Good Samaritan. As we 
hear this story we realise that 
the key question is never, ‘who 
is my neighbour?’, rather, ‘to 
whom can I be a neighbour.?’  
 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 
 

Entrance Antiphon: 
(cf. Psalm 16:15) 
 
As for me, in justice I shall be-
hold your face; I shall be filled 
with the vision of your glory.  
 

Greeting 
(Sign of the Cross) 

 
P – The grace of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, the love of God and 
the communion of the Holy 
Spirit, be with you all.  
All – And with your spirit. 

Penitential Act 
 

P – Brothers and sisters, let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so 
prepare ourselves to celebrate 
the sacred mysteries.  
 
P – Lord Jesus, whoever sees 
you sees the Father: Lord, 
have mercy.  
All – Lord, have mercy.  
 
P – Christ Jesus, you are the 
first and the last: Christ, have 
mercy.  
All – Christ, have mercy.  
 
P – Lord Jesus, you are the 
vine that bears fruit: Lord, have 
mercy.  
All – Lord, have mercy.  
 
P – May almighty God have 
mercy on us, forgive us our 
sins and bring us to everlasting 
life. Amen.  

 
Gloria 

 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people 
of good will. We praise you, 
we bless you, we adore you, 
we glorify you, we give you 
thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O 
God, almighty Father. Lord 

Jesus Christ, Only Begotten 
Son, Lord God, Lamb of 
God, Son of the Father, you 
take away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the 
world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right 
hand of the Father, have 
mercy on us. For you alone 
are the Holy One, you alone 
are the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit in the 
glory of God the Father. 
Amen.  
 

Collect 
 

O God, who show the light of 
your truth to those who go 
astray, so that they may return 
to the right path, give all who 
for the faith they profess are 
accounted Christians the grace 
to reject whatever is contrary to 
the name of Christ and to strive 
after all that does it honour. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  
 
 
 



           LITURGY OF THE 
WORD 

 

First Reading:  
[Deuteronomy 30:10-14] 
 
The reading from the book of 
Deuteronomy 
 
Moses said to the people: 
‘Obey the voice of the Lord 
your God, keeping those com-
mandments and laws of his 
that are written in the Book of 
this Law, and you shall return 
to the Lord your God with all 
your heart and soul.  
 
‘For this Law that I enjoin on 
you today is not beyond your 
strength or beyond your reach. 
It is not in heaven, so that you 
need to wonder, “Who will go 
up to heaven for us and bring it 
down to us, so that we may 
hear it and keep it?” Nor is it 
beyond the seas, so that you 
need to wonder, “Who will 
cross the seas for us and bring 
it back to us, so that we may 
hear it and keep it?” No, the 
Word is very near to you, it is in 
your mouth and in your heart 
for your observance.’   
 
The Word of the Lord. 
All – Thanks be to God.  
 
Responsorial Psalm  
[Psalm 68] 
 
R:  Turn to the Lord in your 
need, and you will live.  
 
This is my prayer to you, my 
prayer for your favour. In your 
great love, answer me, O God, 
with your help that never fails: 
Lord, answer, for your love is 
kind; in your compassion, turn 
towards me. (R)  
 

As for me in my poverty and 
pain let your help, O God, lift 
me up. I will praise God’s name 
with a song; I will glorify him 
with thanksgiving. (R) 
 
The poor when they see it will 
be glad and God-seeking 
hearts will revive; for the Lord 
listens to the needy and does 
not spurn his servants in their 
chains. (R)  
 
For God will bring help to Zion 
and rebuild the cities of Judah. 
The sons of his servants shall 
inherit it; those who love his 
name shall dwell there. (R) 
 
Second Reading:  
[Colossians 1:15-20] 
 
A reading from the letter of St. 
Paul to the Colossians.  
 
Christ Jesus is the image of the 
unseen God and the first-born 
of all creation, for in him were 
created all things in heaven 
and on earth: everything visible 
and everything invisible, 
Thrones, Dominations, Sover-
eignties, Powers – all things 
were created through him and 
for him. Before anything was 
created, he existed, and he 
holds all things in unity. Now 
the Church is his body, he is its 
head. As he is the Beginning, 
he was first to be born from the 
dead, so that he should be first 
in every way; because God 
wanted all perfection to be 
found in him and all things to 
be reconciled through him and 
for him, everything in heaven 
and everything on earth, when 
he made peace by his death on 
the cross.  
 
The Word of the Lord.  
All – Thanks be to God.   
 

Gospel Acclamation 
[cf. John 6:63, 68] 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! Your words, 
Lord, are spirit and life; you 
have the words of everlasting 
life. Alleluia! 
 
Gospel  
[Luke 10:25-37] 
 
P – The Lord be with you. 
All – And with your spirit. 
P – A reading from the holy 
Gospel according to Luke.  
All – Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
There was a lawyer who, to 
disconcert Jesus, stood up and 
said to him, ‘Master, what must 
I do to inherit eternal life?’ He 
said to him, ‘What is written in 
the law? What do you read 
there?’ He replied, ‘You must 
love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your strength, and with 
all your mind, and your neigh-
bourhood as yourself.’ ‘You 
have answered right,’ said Je-
sus, ‘do this and life is yours.’  
 
But the man was anxious to 
justify himself and said to Je-
sus, ‘And who is my neigh-
bour?’ Jesus replied, ‘A man 
was once on his way down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho and 
fell into the hands of brigands; 
they took all he had, beat him 
and then made off, leaving him 
half dead. Now a priest hap-
pened to be travelling down the 
same road, but when he saw 
the man, he passed by on the 
other side. In the same way a 
Levite who came to the place 
saw him, and passed by on the 
other side. But a Samaritan 
traveller who came upon him 
was moved with compassion 
when he saw him. He went up 
and bandaged his wounds, 



pouring oil and wine on them. 
He then lifted him on to his own 
mount, carried him to the inn 
and looked after him. Next day, 
he took out two denarii and 
handed them to the innkeeper. 
“Look after him,” he said “and 
on my way back I will make 
good any extra expense you 
have.” Which of these three, do 
you think, proved himself a 
neighbour to the man who fell 
into the brigands’ hands?’ ‘The 
one, who took pity on him’ he 
replied. Jesus said to him, ‘Go, 
and do the same yourself.’ 
 
P – The Gospel of the Lord. 
All – Praise to you, Lord Je-
sus Christ.  
 

Homily 
 

Profession of Faith 
 
I believe in one God, the Fa-
ther almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all 
things visible and invisible.  
 
I believe in one Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the Fa-
ther before all ages, God 
from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, be-
gotten, not made, consub-
stantial with the Father; 
through him all things were 
made. For us men and for 
our salvation he came down 
from heaven, (all bow). And 
by the Holy Spirit was incar-
nate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man.  
 
For our sake he was cruci-
fied under Pontius Pilate, he 
suffered death and was bur-
ied, and rose again on the 
third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the 
dead and his kingdom will 
have no end.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Fa-
ther, and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is 
adored and glorified, who 
has spoken through the 
prophets.  
 
I believe in one, holy, catho-
lic, and apostolic Church. I 
confess one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins and I 
look forward to the resurrec-
tion of the dead and the life 
of the world to come. Amen.  
 
Prayer of the Faithful  
P — With confidence, we turn 
to God with our needs, to God 
who hears the cry of the poor, 
for every petition, let our re-
sponse be:  
 
R — Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
C — That leaders and follow-
ers in the Church bear witness 
to love of neighbour as did the 
good Samaritan, let us pray to 
the Lord: (R)  
 
C — That world leaders work 
toward peace, and assist vic-
tims of war and strife, let us 
pray to the Lord: (R)  
 
C – That individuals and com-
munities treat the earth gently, 
and preserve its beauty and 
richness for future generations, 
let us pray to the Lord: (R)  
 
C — That all members of this 
church welcome the stranger, 
shelter the homeless, and build 

a community of love, let us 
pray to the Lord: (R)  
 
C — For our friends and family 
members who have just re-
cently died [especially, may 
mention the name/s here] 
that they enjoy the light of 
Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 
(R)  
 
P — Saving God, your mercy 
heals the wounds of the world. 
Hear and answer the prayers 
we offer, in the name of your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
All — Amen.  
 
 

         LITURGY OF THE 
EUCHARIST 

 
Presentation of the Gifts 

 
P – Pray, brothers and sis-
ters… 
All – May the Lord accept the 
sacrifice at your hands for 
the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the 
good of all his holy Church.  
 

Prayer over the Offerings 
 

Look upon the offerings of the 
Church, O Lord, as she makes 
her prayer to you, and grant 
that, when consumed by those 
who believe, they may bring 
ever greater holiness. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Preface 
(Sundays in Ord. Time I)  

 
P – The Lord be with you. 
All – And with your spirit.  
P – Lift up your hearts.  
All – We lift them up to the 
Lord.  
P – Let us give thanks to the 
Lord our God.  
All – It is right and just.  



 
It is truly right and just, our duty 
and our salvation, always and 
everywhere to give you thanks, 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
eternal God. 
 
For through his Paschal Mys-
tery, he accomplished the mar-
vellous deed, by which he has 
freed us from the yoke of sin 
and death, summoning us to 
the glory of being now called a 
chosen race, a royal priest-
hood, a holy nation, a people 
for your own possession, to 
proclaim everywhere your 
mighty works, for you have 
called us out of darkness into 
your own wonderful light.  
 
And so, with Angels and Arch-
angels, with Thrones and 
Dominations, and with all the 
hosts and Powers of heaven, 
we sing the hymn of your glory, 
as without end we acclaim:  
 
All - Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God of hosts. Heaven and 
earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord. Ho-
sanna in the highest.  
 
Acclamation 
P – The mystery of faith.  
All – When we eat this Bread 
and drink this Cup, we pro-
claim your Death, O Lord, 
until you come again.  
 

COMMUNION RITE 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
  
All – Our Father… 
P – Deliver us, Lord… 
All – For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are 
yours, now and for ever.  
 

 
Invitation to Peace 
Invitation to Communion 
(kneel) 
P – Behold the Lamb of God, 
behold him who takes away 
the sins of the world. Blessed 
are those called to the supper 
of the Lamb.  

 
All – Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under 
my roof, but only say the 
word and my soul shall be 
healed.  
 
Communion Antiphon 
[cf. Psalm 83:4-5] 
 
The sparrow finds a home, and 
the swallow a nest for her 
young: by your altars, O Lord 
of hosts, my King and my God. 
Blessed are they who dwell in 
your house, for ever singing 
your praise.  
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

P – Let us pray 
 
Having consumed these gifts, 
we pray, O Lord, that, by our 
participation in this mystery, its 
saving effects upon us may 
grow. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 

CONCLUDING RITES 
 

P – The Lord be with you. 
All - And with your spirit.  
 
P – May the blessings of al-
mighty God, the Father, and 
the Son (+) and the Holy Spirit, 
come down on you and remain 
with you forever. Amen.  
 
P – Go forth, the Mass is 
ended. 
All – Thanks be to God.  

 

“A meaningful life in 
the state of consecrated 
celibacy presupposes 
personal friendship 
with Christ, living faith, 
fraternal sharing in 
community and selfless 
dedication to the com-
mitments of our voca-
tion.  
- SVD Constitutions 
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